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Ireland’s Offshore Ambition

Programme for Government
• Programme for Government: Our Shared Future published in 

June 2020 
• 5GW capacity in offshore wind by 2030 off Ireland’s Eastern 

and Southern coasts & longer term, at least 30 GW of offshore 
floating wind power in our deeper waters in the Atlantic.

• Identifies Ireland as a major contributor to a pan-European 
renewable energy generation and transmission system

Climate Action Plan 2021
• The electricity system to achieve a 62-81% reduction in CO2, 

reaching 2-4 MtCO2eq by 2030
• 80% RES-E target: 8GW onshore wind, 5GW offshore wind and 1.5-

2.5GW of solar 
• 1-3 TWh of zero emissions gas (including green hydrogen) by 2030



The pipeline is there…

Over 20,000 MW of Offshore Wind 
in active development in Ireland

We must cut CO2 emissions in Ireland by 30 Mt per year by 2030. 
Delivering 5 GW of offshore wind is critical to this.



The pipeline is there…

Over 10,000 MW 
in development 

off the East Coast
across 13 projects

Over 6,000 MW in 
development off 
the South Coast 
across 8 projects

6,000 MW in 
development off 
the West Coast 

across 6 projects



2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Phase One Delivery Phase Two Delivery

5GW set to be delivered in two phases 

Phase 1 projects will compete in first 
ORESS auction in late 2022

5 GW 

Pathway needed for Phase 2 projects
which will bridge the gap between 5 GW 

and what Phase 1 delivers.



12 crucial months to deliver…
7 Key actions needed

1. By Q1 2022 it is crucial enough projects have Foreshore Licenses to deliver 5 GW

2. Government Departments, An Bord Pleanála, NPWS, EirGrid, ESB Networks, and 
the CRU must be properly funded in the budget

3. A commitment on the date of the first auction and clarity on future auctions, 
including on the role of floating offshore wind, is needed

4. MAP Bill must be passed by the end of the year & amended to enable cost-
effective project delivery and to progress Phase 2 projects

5. An Offshore Grid Steering Committee must be set up to implement the new 
offshore grid model, develop standards and to process offers

6. There must be strong political and public support right across Irish society for the 
delivery of EirGrid’s grid development strategy for 2030

7. Strategic investment must be directed into an east coast port before the end of 
the year and a south or west coast port must be identified



Some recent progress

ORESS 1: 
• Government currently consulting on the design of the first ORESS auction
• Auction expected in late 2022 – projects will need a MAC and a GCA

Maritime Area Planning (MAP) Bill:
• Currently in the final stages of the legislative process 
• Key issues: design and consent flexibility; the loss of MAC if refused planning 

permission; surveys beyond 12nm

Offshore Grid Connections: 
• Irish Regulator consulting on how to connect Phase 1 projects to the grid
• Projects will receive a grid connection assessment, which will later become a 

connection offer when the project receives its route to market



Revolution: A Vision for Irish Floating Wind Energy

➢ Maritime Area Planning Bill must enable floating wind energy projects 

to carry out essential environmental surveys outside the 12 nautical 

mile limit so that they can contribute to the 2030 target

➢ Need to strengthen the grid on the western and southern coasts 

where most floating wind projects are located

➢ Strategic investment in our port infrastructure as soon as possible to 

enable our ports to be ready to build and maintain floating wind farms

➢ ORESS auction planned for 2025 has a dedicated floating wind energy 

pot to support projects ready to deliver

➢ Publish a Hydrogen Strategy for Ireland

➢ New industrial strategy for renewable energy backed by the strategic 

engagement of the IDA and Enterprise Ireland
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