DECEMBER 2021

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER FROM
COLM MARKEY MEP
Dear friend,
It has been an honour to
represent you as MEP for
Midlands-North-West for
over a year . 2021 has been
challenging for us all but
despite the pandemic, we
have achieved a lot. I want
to take this opportunity to
wish you all a happy and
healthy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.
Enclosed is a brief update
on my work in the European
Parliament. Please don't
hesitate to reach out with
any queries. You can
contact me at
colm.markey@europarl.eu
ropa.eu or via my social
media channels.
Take care,
Colm
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Continue below to read more about my
work in the European Parliament in 2021

PARLIAMENTARY WORK

BREXIT

In April, I voted to formally approve the EU-UK Trade and
Cooperation Agreement. I also pushed hard to ensure Ireland
received its fair share of the Brexit Adjustment Reserve
following attempts by some bigger countries to change how the
fund was to be allocated. I was delighted to see it approved in
September, with Ireland getting the biggest portion of just under
€1b. The Brexit saga is far from over but as I write this, progress
has been made relating to the Northern Ireland Protocol. As a
substitute member on the new EU-UK Parliamentary Assembly,
I will be working hard to ensure we can build a new and positive
relationship with our nearest neighbours.

CAP

METHANE
I played a leading role in the Agriculture
Committee's opinion on the strategy to reduce
methane emissions. We need to recognise the
difference sources of methane and use all
technological advances such as dietary
supplements, advances in breeding, manure
management and greater use of pasture based
systems to reduce methane within the system.
Focusing on eliminating animals is not the solution.

In September, MEPs finally signed off on the new Common
Agricultural Policy 2023-2027. I believe the overall package
is a fair compromise which will enable us to move to more
sustainable ways of farming while protecting farmers'
income. As the Government prepares to submit its National
Strategic Plan to the EU Commission, I'm calling for more
eco-schemes to be included to give farmers more
opportunities in terms of achieving their environmental
ambition. The less extensive farmers, who have been the
engine room of the agricultural economy over the last
number of years, have limited options under the current
plan. Adding three of four more schemes could help them
reduce emissions, improve efficiency and ultimately lead to a
lower carbon footprint.

The EU aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030 and become the first
climate neutral continent by 2050. This year, we saw a raft of proposals aimed at achieving
those goals. Here in Ireland, massive opportunities exist during the green transition. The
Irish government has a target of 5GW of installed offshore wind generation by 2030 in its
Programme for Government in addition to a subsequent target of 30GW of floating wind
energy. If we can handle this transition successfully, it would be the remote, rural and
disadvantaged communities that stand to benefit the most. Let's make it happen.

HUMAN RIGHTS

This year I sponsored a political prisoner
in Belarus as part of a campaign to raise
awareness of the unacceptable human
rights violations in the country following
Alexander Lukashenko’s rigged election.

CLIMATE

Siarhei Maushuk is a political
prisoner serving a sentence of
six years and six months
because he took part in a
peaceful demonstration.
Ireland stands by Siarhei and
the Belarusian people.

WEBINARS
POWERING FORWARD - Exploring the Future of
Offshore Wind Energy in Ireland
In December, we brought a panel of experts
together to discuss how Ireland can become a
global leader in offshore wind energy.

FLYING GREEN-Cleared for take-off?
Ryanair CEO Micheal O'leary joined us
live from the European Parliament in
November for a webinar on sustainable
aviation fuel.

BUILDING YOUR COMMUNITY - Sourcing and Using
Funding Effectively
The question I get asked most often in
politics is: How do I go about getting
funding? Minister Heather Humphreys
was out keynote speaker at this event and
had plenty of advice.

MAKING REMOTE WORK
Remote working can transform rural
Ireland. In July, we were honoured to
have an EU Commissioner join us to
discuss how to make it happen.

TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE with
THE JOURNAL.IE
During COP26, I was invited to Athlone
by TheJournal.ie to speak about tackling
climate change on Irish and EU level.

CONSTITUENCY WORK
ADDRESSING FARMERS AT RAPHOE MART, DONEGAL

A SUNNY DAY IN DRUMSHANBO
CO.LEITRIM WITH CLLR. ENDA
MCGLOIN

WITH KILDARE IRISH FARMERS'
ASSOCIATION
AT THE SHACKLETON FAMILY FARM IN MULLAGH

OPENING THE EUROPE DIRECT CENRE AT
BALLINASLOE LIBRARY WITH CLLR. PETER
KEAVENEY

WITH SENATOR AISLING DOLAN IN BALLINASLOE

WELCOMING THE EU FISHERIES
COMMISSIONER TO THE COOLEY
PENINSULA WITH FERGUS O'DOWD TD

TALKING TRANSPORT LINKS WITH CLLR.
JOE FOX IN ENFIELD

VISTING DEVENISH FARM IN DOWTH WITH THE TÁNAISTE,
MINISTER MCENTEE AND MINISTER ENGLISH

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2022
The Conference on the Future
of Europe is a unique and
timely opportunity for
European citizens to debate on
Europe’s challenges and
priorities. No matter where
you are from or what you do,
this is the place to think
about what future you want for
the European Union.

Young people have
sacrificed so much over
the last two years. 2022
European Year of Youth
will focus on reestablishing a positive
outlook for those
negatively affected by the
pandemic

EUROPEAN YEAR OF YOUTH 2022
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