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As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, we enter a new period of global

instability. The barbaric invasion of Ukraine by Russia has left us all shocked

and outraged. The European Union has reacted swiftly and decisively by

introducing unprecedented sanctions that aim to cripple the Russian

economy. The Fine Gael delegation in the European Parliament has stood by

Ukraine in recent months and this is reflected in our voting record but we can

do more. Difficult decisions will have to be made in relation to the EU's

reliance on Russian energy. The EU simply cannot continue funding Putin's

war crimes.

The war has dominated our work in the European Parliament in recent weeks

but we have made progress in other areas. You will find some of the

highlights in this newsletter. As always, if I can be of assistance please don't

hesitate to contact me  at colm.markey@europarl.europa.eu

Warm regards,

Colm
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The EU has adopted five packages of sanctions in
response to Russia’s unprecedented and
unprovoked military attack on Ukraine.
The measures are designed to weaken Russia's
economic base, depriving it of critical technologies
and markets, and significantly curtail its ability to
wage war. However, we can do more.

In early April, I was one of 513 MEPs to vote in
favour of an immediate embargo on Russian energy.
Since the war began, the EU has paid Russia €35b
for energy compared to €1b to Ukraine in aid. This
is unacceptable. We must stop financing Putin's war
crimes. The consequences will be difficult but we
cannot continue to allow innocent civilians to be
tortured and murdered. This time to act is now.

WAR IN UKRAINE:
THE EU RESPONSE

THE IMPACT OF THE WAR ON GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine could plunge the world
into a food crisis. Ukraine accounts for about 12% of
global wheat exports,16% of corn exports and 55% of
all sunflower oil. Most of the exports leave through the
Black Sea which is currently blocked by Russian forces.
As a result, prices are soaring. In March, Parliament
passed a resolution to ramp up food production in the
EU to ensure food security. 

However, we cannot forget the poorest nations. Rising
prices are already being felt in North and East Africa as
well as the Middle East. If the situation remains
unchanged, millions of people could be on the brink of
starvation. A global response is needed to establish
alternative supply chains as soon as possible. The risk
of famine is all too real and needs to be addressed as a
matter of urgency.
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PARLIAMENTARY WORK 

ANIMAL TRANSPORT SEED POTATO BAN
In January, Parliament voted to update the
rules around live animal transport. The vote
was controversial as the Greens added a
number of last minute amendments.
Ironically, the proposals - which were put
forward 'in the interest of animal welfare' -
were actually bad for animal welfare. They
would have  effectively banned the transport
of unweaned animals under 35 days and put
a maximum journey time of two hours for
unweaned animals over 35 days. This would
have caused huge problems, particularly if
farmers were forced to move calves to
holding centres.  I addressed my political
group (EPP) on this issue numerous times in
the lead up to the vote and I was glad we
were able to table more sensible and
practical amendments, which were passed. 

In March I again raised the issue of the seed
potato ban at the Committee on Agriculture.
As a result of Brexit, the movement of seed
potatoes from the UK into Ireland is
prohibited. In recent years, Ireland relied
heavily on Scotland for potato seed and the
repercussions of the ban are being felt. We
need to address this on two fronts: Establish
a seed production industry in Ireland, which
will take about four years and secondly - as a
transition to that point - we need some form
of derogation for a couple of years to allow
us bring seed into Scotland. With food
security becoming such a concern, it seems
absurd that this matter can't be addressed. I
have already written to the European
Commission and will continue to push for a
common sense solution.  

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/meps-took-pragmatic-approach-to-animal-transport-vote-markey/
https://twitter.com/ColmMarkey/status/1504085084651020292


A P R I L  2 0 2 2

PARLIAMENTARY WORK 

MEETING THE 
 COMMISSIONER

FARM EMISSIONS
PERMIT

In March, I met with the EU
Commissioner for Agriculture Janusz
Wojciechowski in his offices in the
European Commission. I raised the
issue of rising fertiliser prices and the
impact it's having on the ground and
called for more support for the pig
sector. We also discussed flexibilities
within CAP and why it's crucial that
we need to change the conversation
around agriculture and highlight how
sustainable farming can benefit us all.

In early April, I was alarmed by the
European Commission's proposal to
extend the scope of the Industrial
Emissions Directive to cattle farms
and to a larger number of pig and
poultry farms.

The changes will do
little to address our

environmental
challenges and lead

to even more
bureaucracy.
Farmers are

playing their part
by meeting the

objectives set out
in a range of

national and EU
policies. At a time

when they are
facing massive

hikes in the cost of
fuel, fertiliser and
feed, the timing of
this proposal is ill

judged.
 

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/eu-emissions-proposal-is-bureaucratic-nightmare-for-farmers-mep/


MEETING THE EU
AGRICULTURE
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FARM EMISSIONS
PERMIT

VISITS TO THE PARLIAMENT 
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VISITS TO THE PARLIAMENT

I was delighted to welcome Galway Port CEO Conor
O’Dowd and Harbour Master Brian Sheridan to Brussels
to push the case for EU funding A number of meetings were

organised with influential MEPs
and officials from the European
Commission to discuss options
for its planned redevelopment,
particularly in the context of

supporting offshore wind
capacity. The North West region

of Ireland has the best wind
speeds in Europe but is the only
maritime region not included in
the Trans European Transport

Network (Ten-T).

ANGUS BEEF SCHOOLS COMPETITION

We were thrilled to have a big group visit Parliament after the COVID
restrictions eased. The finalists of the Irish Angus Beef Schools
Competition stopped by and I was highly impressed by their presentations. 



WEBINARS
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VISITS TO THE PARLIAMENT

CARBON FARMING: CAPTURING THE OPPORTUNITES

A HIGHER VISION: THE CHANGING NATURE OF IRISH EDUCATION

In February, we hosted a
webinar live from Brussels

on carbon farming

We were blown away by the response to this webinar.
We had nearly 400 viewers on the day and hundreds
more have since watched on YouTube. Many thanks

to Dr. Gary Lanigan from Teagasc, Prof. John Gilliland
from Devenish and Christian Holzleitner from the

European Commission for taking part. I was
delighted that it also got coverage in the national

newspapers at home.

Minister for Higher Education
Simon Harris was our keynote
speaker at this webinar on the
future of Irish education. The
panel and I had an engaging

discussion on everything from
apprenticeships to Leaving Cert

reform.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Je1e1ZoBWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe53MvjdVWQ
https://www.businesspost.ie/climate-environment/carbon-credits-derived-from-farming-should-stay-in-agrifood-sector-d83df93f


OUT AND ABOUT
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With the newly elected President of
the European Parliament, Roberta

Metsola

Visiting a new housing development in Cox’s
Demesne Dundalk with Minister Peter Burke

 

Opening the Young Fine Gael
 Cosgrave Weekend in Athlone

 

Discussing the future of Europe with students at
Dundalk Institute of Technology

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visiting Con Smith Park in Cavan with Councillor
Madeleine Argue.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marking 'Ireland Reads Day' at Cavan Library

With Minister Peter Burke, Senator John McGahon and
Cllr. John Reilly

for the official sod turning at the Omeath wastewater
treatment facility. 

Marking European Year of Youth and
engaging with students at Maynooth

University

In Monaghan with Cllr. Aidan Campbell and Jim
Harrison, National Secretary of the Irish Shows

Association

Launching Atlantic Technological University at
Mountbellew  Climb with Charlie at Port Beach



COMING UP
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CONTACT ME

ColmMarkey.com

European Parliament
 ALTIERO SPINELLI 12E217

60, rue Wiertz B-1047 Brussels
 

0032 2 28 45214

colm.markey@europarl.europa.eu

On Saturday, May 7th, Fine Gael will host a one-day conference on matters relating to
rural development and agriculture. This will take place in the Tullamore Court Hotel,

Tullamore, County Offaly and will commence at 11am. 
 

The conference will be open to all members of Fine Gael to attend. 
 

This is an important opportunity to discuss and engage on a number of important issues
and I look forward to seeing you there
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